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"and it's a human,understandable type of a-
- A

thing. They had been there and associated
there, and some ‘of them had spent their entire
lives there, and here they were hav.1ng to

c/u
give up somethlngfa_ :1 Sw1ss Journallst once

explalned it te ne/.\ lu was like a man g1v1ng'
.up his. mstress and seeing some ./guy in a
big car driving by in the street@gnd even
though he'd given llrr;:gxa/up, he'd just éa'y/weli/)\
he hates that g'uy}Lﬂ_cause he gq_t_t}ie nﬁ;\tress
e ‘allegedly with material means such as an
| aut’omobilé and maybe a fur ’coat and so on, end he
isn't the man that the former guy was.rﬁg\o
some of. this feellng was very prevalent there@

_and for 'some reason.or other, I happened to

o | suddenly become the focal pdfnt of it through

i my name or something)o that they

- went to great lengg@s of charglng me with all

sorts of thlngs that I was d01ng I was out
52&’-«@5 o \(7

buying up the loyalties of eeq—/\eo..r*sas ‘with
‘millions of dollars,and things that would be).
hard to prove thatAI wasn't, mind yoﬁ, except
55;5(t0~say, "look, I didn't have a millionm

dollars to buy anything with." . ind they'd
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say, "Well, fhe U.S. government di%kand you
were.g secret dgent for themrand so on. It
. was very hard to disprove some of thédtalk'
and shy,dWall, that just isn'tAso;y Except
ohce in a'whale they'd get really wilad and

claim I was down--I walked in on a briefing,

A

for examp1%(w1th French officers telling {'kou’
e ©apdt ’

some fmerican visitors from Washlngtonjtfgng%’

: down
at that very moment I was trylng to buy off

a sect leader, .and very naively, w1th.a
suitcase full of moneybgrifI didn't know
but the guy was going to ambush me and take
. all the money and not do whatever I was going
to plan to do. And at that moment,I just
asked him, I said, Well, please keep on with
your brleflng? I want to know whe‘iher the
y T wob _ 4wy
guy kllled me or not. Crazy Now thesekb Abor
were very responsible French official%\and
" the fact that I'd_bé miies away from the scene’
of some of these things never stopped the -dawr—
circulation of these stories. I don't know

how you eﬁer stop that stuff.

o Ves
O'BRIEN: Esah_ well how about paople llke Bernard Fall,/

~

and Patty h"J7;nd their wrltlngs? ire they . . .@
[F3] Hmy |
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LANSDALE: Well)they re very sound, very sound. Fall's
. background as was Honey's, was out of

‘intelligence or information colloction unitsj%,
‘. cea I < ' g
' o &nenthelr different countries. Fall's initial

'_wrltlngs were all out of a French ermy historical.

. M?,
-sectﬁﬂand I had to tell him one tlme Iba read

some of hlS work orlg;nally by the original
‘author. But?/lt was a deteiled military

-hlstory of operatlons that he'd delved 1ntoc)
a;z:I don't know, I doubt that it was 1ntent;ona1

. plagarlsm on his part. He was probably rushing
w.‘ o

through geutlng a book publlshed»for academic
_ credlts end’ so on. And Honey;f;he same way

| w1th British- 1nte111gence,who were quite
N

active in Indochina during the French days. l
. J awiﬂﬂu{

- But it was)~some of the storles and happenlngs A
=

werse just nlmost incredible. Fhe--. rw§-s Some’

of the French Journallsts were polltlcally
2ithed

‘partls&n. They had Connect10n8/w1th the

Conmmnist Party or sympathies with them of

some soft; And'Ho had'boen,ope of the

foundérs of the French Communist Party, so Hhato
there was always a cultural or comradeshlp

o-( .
feellng of some sort ther €np exd when the

vy
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Americans started showing up on the scene)
.there wasAvery paternal;stlc feeling of,}L’

_"WBll these are our people<21hese V1etnamese,9/

A

or i:knux’ / or L20,¢ and you keep your

<Y

cotton-plcklng Tingers off of them" type of
a thing that went to very great lengthsftjt{
)61atilefehotions erupting on this type of &

thing ?7I.femember'one of the journalists,

\\John Beret publlshed a newspaper in Salgon

and wrote a lot of the early propaganda for

"

individuals in the French armm@Aandfhad sort .

édventureftypes among them. He then went to

Pnohm Penh,where he started a weekly newspaper
A - : B

and started elsovwriting speeches for [;Nbﬂ)AﬂW{]

Sihanoukgand the next thng I knew, Sihaneuk

- was -accusing me of plotting to murder himdor

assnssinate hims; C?y I hedn't ‘& {:// “been near
Qe
Cambodia,and I hadn't,thought of Slhanouka'
A :

when this hapﬁened. ‘The governor of Siem ﬁeap)
R

. who had been very close to Sihenouk before--

: and Siem Reap is where Angkor Wak and the

' hlstorlcal ruins are--suddenly dled)and the
story started seeping out a 1itt1e'2it with

Sihanouk charging that this governor, whose
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. : e S _ ,
name was T)aﬁ>C\QN*c, and I were in a conspiracy
to murder him end take over the government-of
Cembodia. And it didn't do any good that I had

never met R LﬁRV\ 2nd never had any dealings

fwitﬁ him, and Cambodia was way outside my

' b'ailiwick@ but this is the story that's gone

on and’ on and on.

Well, there. was a llttle bit of uruth to that,'

v

wesn't thereaw .
AD<Athu‘~YéJO

LANSDALE Yeah; Well, he was a national leader and .

t

gwasﬁforeign to me at the time.

actually had formed the polltlcal groupings

1n1t1ally that sunnorted Sihanouk and gave
e

h1m his polltlcal powe€?v~he was the organlzer,

he was the chief political lleutenant of
Sihanouk. And then apparently, he felt that
Sihanouk'was goxng sour, and he wanted to get
the gbvernment baek 1n€L reflecting more the
will of the ﬁeople.. How far he goi;;i don't
knoﬁc)gyt-this was really something that
qu got sent
back into Cambodia afterwards, from Washlngton,

with ﬁ?/varlous mllltary a331stance groups;ror

: &
economlc groups ef Dreszdentlal comm1351onsj/
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overthrow the lringdom;but,of course,our boy
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=
and 50 oqg amrd each time they'd have Pnohm
Jugt W 'l % ho.de

Penh on the thlng, 'dnsay, "W ¥ better

check the embassy there.” Back would come

word tnat‘3 No SlhanOLk vas afrald that if

I were a member of the party, I.would.be

going in to murder him. 47I actually went inj

one - tlme)and the Chlel of pollce of Pnohm
A

-Penh met our party--along with the forelgn

A

%4

5
minister end so on--at plane, when we came

A
S : o
downy, ané:the Chief of Police walked right

§ . ’

. - L
- next to me,and he said, "I'm your 11%F°n

N G~
man fromnwng' &€d I said, "You're keeping

_&an eye on me, I knowé>;tfs'a1#right. I'm

not going to murder your boss; I have no

idea of doing that." [Laughter] That is

i

about ’65, 166--in which he played the
i g Khwed
dommander og’Royal Naval Intelligence fozllng

strange. " And then'Sihanouk madé a movie--

| aAgreat_Amgrican spy, who happened to have

my name) and was & role played by some p:ﬂznxrfg»ukuuu~’

marr who was visiting there@_gnd I was out to

A
hero thwartea the ugly Americen and won the

girl, vho was the daughter of the Brazilian
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ambassador or something. Some French gal
played the role: I've been trying to get

a print of that or some way of seeing that

’ movieQZ&'d love to see it, you know. It

R
sounds -great and. . . . :[Laughter]

C Ve S$)-

Yezh, I hadn't heard ‘about that. Well)that '

does hlt on somethlng)though)ln regard to
A

Southeast Asia. .. As I understand [::::::]

zdét ‘here was an Agency

involvement f

N . i
and the Agency does seem -

to have a kind of free hand in some of these
fistan

£ P =, Py N Y b= B8, l

Can you

LANSDAIE:

.at all)

broXes
see any bpe\ks put on them as' a result of

the change of admlnlstratlone7’%ow do you
react to this sort.of act1v1py?
Well, most of the things that they did that

had polltlcal consequences of any ma jor size

wid<eN
are only,paken by the

A

Agency efter approval up at top81dq@ so asg far
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as brakes are doncerned,they've had them from

. N
the beginning. However, the objectives and
: ' : 4511 ) ‘
the intent are approved,and not, ,the means of
. A .

doing it--the nuts and boits;-which are
supposedly overseen by an ambassador.qqknd
when we get down to the levél of a céuntry.
where' these things ere hsppening, fheh I

think much depends on the 1nd1v1duals7 the

-_ambassadoryyénd the station chief, and how

- they get along, and agein, mostly on the. . . .

Well, no,it isn}t either; it's a fifty-fifty
pr0D051t10n. We have ambassadors who don't

+0 .
want to know or Q:B are opposed all such things,

and if an order COmes down to do it,they very 4
unwillingly tell the guy to go ahe;;, but

watch it now, not too far.qu station chie{:
then,swith ordefs tg do some things)will have
told the ambassador he 1é;;£}é01ng/loﬂthlso but

he startsAln things, and he flgures,thaa if he

- goes back and tells the ambassador what's

happening)thaf he's not going to get any .
: A

'understanding end will probably get an order

f‘_\‘“ O, }\f—’

T
" prohibiting him ¢r doing somethlngy gnd won't .
S . -
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- O'BRIEN:

Washington wants us to have this happen.
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: | © |
be eble to explain; Well, if I stop doing

this, then this other thing won't work, and =
- y

Just N
The ambassador willpsay,. No, I don't see it

that way. - Don't. do 1t.) So I'm sure there are
things thz===ars. happening that aren't told for
this--for operational reasonsg and egain, it's

g'judgg;ent of an individual on that thing.

It's not a policy type of a thing from the

'Agency

Ya< i
Yéhhé}’Do you find any--in the time that

.you' re there in the mlddle fifties as well

as when you go back in '60, ‘6l)and later
involvement in Vietnam--do jou flnd dlfferences
between_ﬁhe_embassie§f2£etween the U.S. embassy
in, particularly,Pnogh Penh and Saigon?

I didn‘t-npticelghat. It might have existed,
and I wouldn't have even known that. A
Well, there s some feeling among peOpla
involved with Cambodian relatlons h%:zgét time,
as I understand 1t, that somehow there's an’
in§§lvement on the part of the'South,Vietnamese

in some of the groups like the . . .
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Ay

ycs,, L e ke

Oh,yeahlliﬁoth the South Vietnamese and_the-
?%i'were ﬁlaying aroundwwifh groups inside
-Cambodiajyor with exile groupe-that wanted
to go back inFCambodia;and so:oqévgnd I'm
not certain thet the ;;ericané from either
Thailand.or South Vietnam were fully aware-
of.wheﬁ'all was going Qn; And I'm not

certain that the Americans or the Cambodian

~government people inside Cambodia knew what.

was going on, and were tending to exaggerate-?

‘some of this. -Things get blown up out of allf

ﬁroportion in this.- Butjrgust-fhe fact that
there was antipathy and it would take this
form of expressioh)aﬁong others that were
going on. . . .4 £\don't know which people
wOuld’rather“go iﬁ and take over and run
Cambodieith% Thaiiz or the South Vietnameseié}
;t's about.ditéss up'which'onelgtébdown more
on i:he_ Khveers than the other. 4)And Diem
used to follow the predictions of the royal

fortunexteller in-gvpohm-Penh.to Sihanouk.

Apparently,they were spending a lot of
A ,

l
intelligence money to find out, you know, whats$s
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happened in each otherssessions and what
he was telling the guy. Then how useful

this was mlnd you,; I don't know.

)

O'BRIEN: .Well,do you flng\"agaln, in passing on to
A c~
" the task force~~sand the formatlon of that -

-Vletnam.task force in the early part of

" the Kennedy admlnlstratlon——do you flnd t%gou
sensitivity on the part of the people, the
political appoint&es, to what's going on
in South Vietnam? Are .you able to explain

. “what you're telling me fight now about
L »Sou»h Vletnam to these people9
LANSDALE: Uh; only partially. They were as bemused by
: the mechanlcs,of getting decisions in Washing-
ton_agéhey were with the problem that they were-
emplo;ing the mechanics to solve. It was all

4

sort of new to them,and they wanted to do a
: _ A
good job, but in order to do it, they were

you §L&)
suddenly working with these instruments, that
were foreign to them here. I think thgt the
princigi%gyin the administration were not
entirely aware of the%people they weré dealing

_ﬁith in Washingﬁon.' I recall at the time, Smw;.SuAfﬁwgg

/\
‘? rusk was violently opposed in the department -
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ovef.where he was by some.peoplq; end I
noticed at times that he waén't'égare that
he was, tﬁrning eround and.asking avguy WhOJ
mlnutes bexore Rusk had come in to hlm)wﬁséL'

e ‘!"7”’”' Acart called bimy, A
among his comvadesfgast "This stupid jerk,"

.'and S0 on, which I felt was disloyalxbehind

the gu&?s back, you know. I was always
ufging them to spesk up in front'pf people

and so on, and they wou7dﬁyt do it. And the

C'K\ﬂ/

‘same ~damn thing was true aaaaRSv/some of the_

AT

. military against McNamara, for example.

Well, the McNamaras/ and ‘the Ruskiﬁ;nd thelr
A ..x((‘cb"r\) .

unders;yand deputhtypes of people, and

assistant secretarles,were trylng to cope w1th

l/"’l"" +IN{ . T~
people that they}felt were’inStlucthufyv

opposing and foot;dragglng and so on,and
: - A _

trying to get that working©§d that to get

" them working on a given problem:was really

the thing that they were concerned wit@azigb

‘ﬁ_zbu'd sudderly say, "Well, -we're going to

N ¥
talk about Leaos, or Vietnam( or Israel or

e .
'somethlngﬁﬁnYes ﬁés, Xes What have you got

in t J}paperiuyou knownj And they were
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-LO ' e "7/.1.-.7 N a
watchlng seez "Well, }st—ﬂust—llve really

done hlS homework and—ns*1t~gonna come. up
‘A

0 smntormt oo

with somethlng or not?" rather than what is

the real problem here,and how would I solve
7

i _ it if I weren't sitting in this room in this

particular group,and so on. So there was a. . ..
f - N . -
| S P So then, working on this type of a thing which

: . . .
I saw very much in the task force on Vietnamy- =

o it P, et B

Gilpatric,I know,was shocked at the reactions
Py 2 o
- of some of the foreign service people that
o’ . ) :
came in atnrank of ambassador and so on,that

. : A
were sort of the staff assistaents on the

G

. assistant4gecretary and unde:s%prétary level.
C Py
:7 ) They would ‘start a meetlng-—gg_ﬂae I was
e \ =
asked to be sort oijI forget what the title

A
wasj%executive officer or something of it,and

¢
0" Skt B ot o cohne oof Gt 1ttt eab oSt

. . [}
they asked me to chair the meetingsw Well, 'I'd
no sooner open it thgh these guys would be

| o passionately explaining why I gbuldn't be

sitting in the chair of the meeting, see?
. cr . '
O'BRIEN: ¥esh.Ycey)

LANSDALE: I think it shocked some of the Kennedy

administration people. It suddenly revezaled a
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<
personally didn't care that much, you knowéé)

I'd say, "Have you got all the hate out of
your system now? Let's go on with the

meeting,usee.ﬂ This,of course,would asctivate
A N ' ,
it more;but I would say, "Well look, we really
A
do have some problems here we've- got to geu

to, and if you went, I'll meet you afterwards
/\

: a-
and vezzzn have lunch or someuhlng)and you

can spoil my lunch by telling me what a

heel I am or something. But we‘ve got work

to do,"qiSo then, Gilpatric or somebody would.

tell me afterwards, "Do you think we better

take you off?" '"Well, yeah. If it's going
el c- 5

to &FFscs, the work done, it's better 4d take

me off. It's no fun for me to sit up and

. , .Y
chair something under conditions like this,

SO . . .
& ‘
Teoah. Were you ever approached with the job
as ambassador to Vietnam?
Yes, Ves. o '
Y&ah-—Yeeht

Who was pushing thet?

- tmmg e e,
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Jl\, 'c,

LANSDALE: I don't know. I heerd sbout it/?::s’;irst'

Saturdey after the insugurel--I think that's

it. It was very early in the administration.
McNeamara asked me to come dowm to the VWhite

' House and meet him there, and I thought it

)
S

was to brief him on something. #nd I was

working on a number of intelligence matters

o . o

in Defense at the timeg &d I showed up ) and
: A

he asked me to'just wait outSide)and-they

AN
‘were meeting in the Cabinet roont)ana as I

said, 1t was essentially an NSC group.q?And
et
after a bit, they asked me to come on, end

they had me‘slt opposite the pr351dent.

And he looked at me, and he said, "Did Dean
. A :

& . :
[Rusk] tell you, I want you to be ambassador

to Vietnam?" I said, "No, he didn't mention
"that." Well, he hadn't at alls o e there was
a long, painful 311ence,and I figured, t\WeZI_l
-Gea; maybe he 3 asklng’;e if I want to be)or

Y]
would I accept the job. So I finally sald,

Sy

Well)it would be a great honor,)and thet was
N ' C

the last I ever heard of it. But,/ I heard

all sorts of rumors that r;cys:sa’for

T oo
-

Weshington; and=thin_ s alterwards that Dean Rusk




was very much opposed to it, and opposed on

B T P S

the ground that I was a military men and they

didn'! want mllltary people in on the situation.
l . B

O'BRIEN:  ¥esh. Jasg

C‘

LANSDALE: And then later I 52 met one of- Rusk's staff
officers at the time, ardk?e w%s telling me
that Rusk was flguang;tfmj;ﬁe could get
me a job some other place or a promotion or

somethlng to get me out of the way at the tlmis—

-

f u-—fT 0“
W'apparently : had becomeha target for a lot of
i . “"353 on Cﬁ
X » : "~ gossip and rumorspat the time. But after that)
: s o ) . A
then, tney asked me——Kennedy asked me pretty
fnirazsador

point blank~-aboutADurbrow)and I said, "Well,

after -what you just askedj;e and so forth, I'm
a liftle heéitant, but you're the P;esident.and
‘you need the truthgigo I'11 just tell you right
now, T think he's a very ill mané;‘éis jﬁdggt

ment's impaired by his physical conditiongége's
a fine professional foreign igrvice-officer.and

could be used somqyplace)bﬁt don't keep him on

. A ¢ 4
in Vietnem anymore. He's sickg, he's on his
. A .
back .a lot of the timejand you need someone
L N
very alert,wh: Thir.—whoever it 1%9 and pull him -

./\




when I was in Vletnmm on this brle; visita 2T

~108-

out." And they got--Rusk and everything, you

knowgﬁFYou're off your subject,_boy." But I

said, "Well, Durby's an old friend of mine,
. N

. c/ - .
and I like the guyp. &3 I saw a lot of him
o
7d

I think it's a shame that the guy's kept on -

thereLEqause he was quite i1l1l, in bad shape."

Tl ana Durby never forgave me for it%;;ﬁ got

right back to him that I had sacked him and

) 80 on jlcause he was WH'_{\WW"» after thatg but -

0'BRIEN:

- LANSDALE:

this certainly didn't hurt his career at all,
in ahy way, aﬁ%ﬁeven ﬁhoﬁgh;State put'him'on
a make;wofk job after thatézgut he held the
rank of ambassaddr-which is as high as.you

can get in the forelgn serv1ce And he was

1llé he really was.
A

'Well)how does [Frederick E.] Nolting come into
la)

this . . .~
O,

Well, Noltlng came in;as=tXiz, apparently;as'thé

: ) - SR
foreign services rebuttal to my going on out/a{-HuALC)
I remember both McNamara andAGilpatric asked

me gbout him, and I didn't know him. I said,

. "Jell, I'd just go on what I heve heard from




i Tuseos

Wt o e sttt B

s Gt s e B ar * W

f109—

other goréign service officers who respect
him very much." So finally, Nolting was=-

a meatlng was arranged with Nolulng)and

I llked him very much when I talked wrfh Ahimg
He esked me if I would give him some briefings
on Vietnam, which I did do. And when I wound
up the ‘end of that, I was askéd again by |
McNemara, who said he was g01ng to tell
Kennedyﬁ)gpd I said, "Well this looks like

a very good man, and I think it's a sound
appointment."ﬁj{ didn't want to be_émbassador.
Jesus. 'During the Eisenhower gdministfation,
they waﬂted to.make me ambassadorjgfithe
Philippines)and‘I begged them not to. I

think that;g one of the world's worst jobs.
You're stuck where you can't do what &our

job ig supposed to.be)and T knew they were
Pal

"going to put me in places where I'd be up

against Cormunist political leaders of some

sort, working the other side. And of course,
e}
you aren’t in that position, but allegedly

Q. e G
you ‘arep&=d youﬁ_e~gonnr—uo have people running
- C/:y{L/
circles around you)_¢ youdknow it and couldn't
VS x/

1ift a llttle flnoer to stop them. £5& this

e
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isn't my idea of a good spot to be in. You

. just get belabored over that.

0'3._‘:“.5:! .
LANSDATR: Well, did Nolting ever try to get you back to
" "‘.' b 1] ) A . .
A 5 .

_ Vietnam, in an advisory position?
LANSDALE: I think so.,Thefe were & number of attempts

by the Vietnamese theméelves, and unfortunately,
' N

some of thém werq&ouched in terms of wanting
me to.éome out as ambassador, by the Vietnameseg)
but Nolting and I had very friendly relationé;
end I thi@k he had proposéd.that I come on "
-out sever§1 timeé, But these things would
usually ogly come to me sor? of éedond or
third haﬁéa &;gigne time apparently President
Kennedy héd said something to the JCS because
suddenly mj relations with the Chiefs wenf
down to lggs than zero. and sub;zeroa anc I
finally asked General [Curtis E.] temay of
‘the Air Force, because I'm an Air Force officer,
what the trouble was. And he said, "You and

your‘ambitions to have four stars." I said,

"What's this again?” Apparently Kennedy had

said something to the Chiefs of,what would
A

they think of my being given four stars and

being put in charge of operations in Vietnam?
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And I didn't know ebout it, and they took it

that I was pushing rniyself for it. I said

’ @t Lom i y
agaig,yhat isn't ,I'é€ want to do.® So this

. ’ . 6.‘ r.}\t‘—G"
was about the time that--no, maybe &Villiam

Westmorelend] Westy was coming in about theg§~'

gt wes around thaf time.

 O'BRIEN: WQll)thé“fask-force reelly forms up the instructibns
for‘%oltihg, doesn't itéﬁ.. ' -

LANSDALE: Yes. ‘ . |

O'BRiEN; . . . for the néxt few years. Just what kind

- of,recoﬁmendétions come out .of that taské}

- ~ force? _ | ’

LANSDALE: Well, I wés.qnlé in on the very original one,

: .
which was to undertake some things such as

changing the specific types of things to
’ &

meet a situation inﬁhere. One of them was};

we would get a political section that wouldf
work out better relations with the Vietnamese

~ government, anpolitical section in our embassy,
gnd that the £oréign service would go and
search through their own personnél for people
with isme real pélitical savvy to get ia%o

/

guide, rather than control cr belabor cr have

confrontations with the Vietnamese government
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to carry out essentially political reforms;
and getting éome of the just criticisﬁ of
the opposition considered in the goverﬁing
body;eﬁAnother thing was on the poiice, of
getting police training done so that they |
could cope with meeting enemj units, rather
than déiﬁg urﬁan police work. In this, I
was begglng them to at least get to a state

- QV\.[
consuabularyaas far as American advisors were

concerne@o and I wésn‘t certain that the U.S.

i . . Army! s military police could cope w1th it, but

C}—-
maybe they could get a team of them 1qoa$3

then I was p01nt1ng out that there were
constabulary officers and officers from other

countries, including South America end the

old Philippine‘conétabulary, who knew the .

| | .lawxandﬁorder conditions--quite siﬁilar to
Vietnam'-and bring them in if they wanted'to -
go international. I was trying to. get them

to get very reallstlcsjﬁ?solV1ng problems by

changing the quality and the approach that
o il
we had. Ve drew up an original draft that

went to the ?resident)out of meetings that
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las£ed abouP ten days, at which point, at

ﬁusk's insistence, the tagk forpe went over

to State and becsams a_general,'rggular body
fhere. They then proceeded to reﬁrife our
original é%; instructions end drafts and § ‘
everything@ agé’gpth McNamara eand Gilpatric'
saidfngming back from the White Housé;Z%Ed;
you‘%ad better not get in there." I ;;id,

"If T cen ﬁelp ih any way, ‘I will." They said,

"Well, right for the time belng)youA%etter not J W

g

cq 7 -
go near that group, seeg' £o I actuclly didn't > ;

bl ' {
get in to some of their. pollcy formatlonlagaln

in a fairly early period,on the thrust of
things in Vietnam)excepé\for some of the
Defense people wﬂ; ﬁefe'over there. I Qould
talk to them on whétf@as being ﬁroposed and
goi'.ng'o'h, but this was sort of second and
third gchelon type of a'thing)pulling back
out of it..WBut;/initiallyXI /;:as actually
trying to get a quality U.S. representation
in Vietnaﬁiand aétually smaller zgain than

it was at the time, end to pick a few key

things,and to concentrate on that,and really
O N
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to get the Vietnemese coping with their own
probléms more effectively than they were
doing.
[Py . . : .
O'BRIEN: Yech Well, between this time and the time -
E A IU.‘J:% ‘r} 3

of the Taylor-Rostow mission, are you involved

in Vietnam on a kind of regular basis or . ':-ED

LANSDALE: éﬁ; gp;°;0ff and on I was, but again with

| ' secoﬁd;and-third;echelon type of problems.
I was seeing Gilpatric everwhay and working’
very-closely with himyso that a lot of timeig
as things would_come/;p,he wouid;discuss them
with_me. 'Buf agein, I/;as trying to explain
who certaﬁn people were that were named, tﬁeir
baékgrounds;-ahd their gualities, and certain
events and places, and going to maps with
him and describing terrain, and VA

g terrain,;and so onj,wha

~ 'the situation really meanéqthat wés égking
the problem. So I was fairly well out of it.

7 as a matter of fact, I was working with some
viéiting Burmese on their conceptg/of defense
of a country)and(§§§§%;hey brought me in with
the IsraeliJ;ho ﬁad had a mission helping them
with their defense problems in Burme. And the

g1 Q-
'IsraeliAhad T~im turned around to their gefense
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minister and some of the others,and invited
T dake @ ~
me torlook at tiicir defense system in Israel.
I was quite enthusiastic about going and had
everything arranged and was to leave on a
Saturday, wnen about on a Wednesday or Thursday,
: : : : A
I was asked to go to Vietnam with the other

s I
mission and stufiy =<3 unfortunately had to
cancel out everything andﬁnever'got_iﬁto see
vhat Ia%anted to see there.

O'BRIEN: : Well)you end up working on Eordet --gctually,

5 2adly A
the/seaVNELQbf the border then, don't you;2

ﬂ.,l Vg
onA}nyéTaylor -Rostow thlng° . '

LANSDALE: Yes. Yes.

O'BRIEN: What about that preoccupation? Vhere does

that idea come froﬁlzas that Rostow's?

-

LANSDALE Well, Taylor was the one that charged me

" with it. Taylor said, "W011;y;ou folksJ

| he
this is 011 ght vhich startedT—-yﬁn each
-,'qu«

of you write down some of the things,you
think we should look into and what you might

like to look into." So I gave him a list of
J{ 1k’ l."/

about twenty thlngsAI‘d like to look 1nt0ew

o A

S

—

none of them being this,of course. I=
. - . A .
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_',T"suggested some other subjects for other people

Ao G-
- on the th:.ng and gave it to tlzmd, &3 he
o '
called me back, said ‘pat it was a very 1nterest1ng

st o
thm, I had given hlm)and would I please work-

on building a defense on the border. And I
'sald,“l-‘:'é‘-'c_;_.ghat sort of a def_ense?) He said,
-\\Welll) a s"y'stem of fortificaiions or a wire like

the AIrcSn' Curtain in Europe J I said, "Good

God, you eren't going to do that, are you_,?"'
And he said, ™lell,look into it." So that

Swppesedly A oo . |
washiall T was supposed to do, .and of coursex

I got called in on other things immediately.

9 But I wasn't even invited along. to go in and
see Diem with him. I said,\\Look, these are
old friends of mine. If you'd like, -why‘ I'11 -

‘do anything I can Széu can hit ther: high/{,and
- I'11 hi-t" them low if you went. We can get

some things done that-way..” He sa:.d Well, you
~aren't on our protocol 1iAst) so you'don't

attend any of these calis 0/;1 the Plresident.p

C??We landed in Salgon, and the people from the
. were #\\,rcm f

pres:.dency/\*met usg extd Teylor and Rostow were

over talking with reportexs who were interviewing
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them plane side, and these peopie from the
presidency said, "President Diem wants you

.to come to dinner tonight@' and I said, "Well,
‘1”‘" —f’d— 3
I better check o{&my boss on thls." Taylor was

busy, but I grabbed Rostow who wasn't talking
at the moment and told hlm)and he sald "Go

&head." Soﬁ/; said, "Well,I wasn't even on

-4
the prOuocoa and everythlng. I don't care

about going up to these protocol meetings
GG ‘
anyhowa s T went in and saw Diem,whose
A :
question was, "What's this mission doing here?

what_are"you all up to?" I said, "Why don't
you wait)and they'll be in here to have a
A

meeting with you tomorrow,and you'll find
N

out.”™ And then it became very personél. We

&
/’

just started talklng over, h‘s two old friends

i

Q-
witrEhim, and I had dinner with him. "And he

“brought hils nephew in to join us--Nhu's boy,

oldest boy--who had a new toy missile, like a

rocket with a launchery and I was trying to

explain to this youngster who was squatting

~
on the floor next to his uncle”“he Pr651de 45/
ISulJ ‘

>

: A
Who vas bu°1-y eating d1nner~-you édon't point +his

NG
&t hl%;-l'dlcn't know how big a spring this
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thing had on it, whether it would take his

SF— - Taugnt
head off or not. [EaCowrzm} 1 ““1& him to

shoot it up into the ventilating fan in the
ceiling. We spent dinner)aétually, teking
parachutes and things out of the ventilating

fans,and the kid and I were climbing up
A S ' “

'a ladder to get these things out of the thing

in the palace} This was very different from

an officiel protocol meeting.

)" i

Yé&hz How is Diem at that point?

" He was a very changed man. It was the first

time in our talks with each other.-. . .

Vhen I met him at the palace that night, his

_brother Nhu came in fér the first time and

[o ]
sat next to himy and when IJasksi-Dlem a

question, his brother would answer 1t@ and

" I1d have to tell him I wasn't asking him the

O :
question{5 I was asking his brother. A very
ol p
strange relationship at the timeg 9:.% I
found that he was a tvalker--Diem was--and he

was very clear and concise in his statements

and had too big & grasp of detailsZégywhat~

. ever subject he wes talking sbout. It'd go

on for hours--details on iﬁjwhich fascinated
A
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me but used to bore other people. But he

_ - ¢ _
did know his countryy and its history,which
: A

he would give at the drop of a hat.-  This

. evening in '61, seeing him, he was very

hesitent in his talk and hadn't--it was
. o |
something physical as well as mental hazard

or somethlnc)I felt.
ﬁl M C,VI'I'- &Ll &
Dra—heugo»mnvegihau later?

No. = There was{xmenually, people were telling

me that his brother hadﬁtaken over in the

G st . the
~=a dominance onathing.

LI

year followingg

. But this was a man that wasn't as sure of

himself as he had been when I had seen him
less than a year before.:‘And there had been
one assassination attempt ohly, but the big
one had taken place before T saw him in

Januari or December of '60--the attack on

 the palace and so on. So it hadn't been an

outS1de, phy31cal happening llke that that
had caused the change.
Was he a spirituelist at all®?

Co
No, no. He wasn't superstitious. e He
R —e__—"

was a very rational sort of a person--pragmstic.
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Kennedy and Robert hennedyéyand John McCone>
A

es I understand, in & rether private meeting.

What happened here?

N

l W%

|
" he thanked us all very mucho and as we were, he ’ |
|

..asked me to stay behind and talk to himg é%g

that was when he asked me to perfoérm this

other service for him,which was initially to

Vay .
think about it,and if I came up with some
: A o
ideas, why to put them down,c brlefly——_

: e G7 /\
on paper and give them to him."” &nd I said, ' :
i Coe

"Well, do you want,to forget sboGt Vietnam

for the time being)because I haven!t written
A . - - N

my report yet asbout Vietnam." He said, "Yes;
: &u
this other takes priority over it{,so I

didn't even finish writing my reporfs on what

AI had seen in Vietnam at the time. I went

immediately into this other work.

Well,about that time, there's at least some
N

thinking in terms of mimos that are going

i
to the Presicent about the only way to save VieTnam
A
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2

is with a rather substantial commitfment of
U.5. troops. 1Is that . . .(
Yes; there was some. Now where. . . . Hmm,

there was some, and I can't remember just
N

where it was coming from. This was one of
pesd
the thlngs that Diem asked me when I saw hlm.

He asked“me if he should ask for U.S. troops,
N
and I said, "Do you need them?" He said, ‘1

asked vou a question," and I said, "Well I'm

.asklng you a very legitimate question on this

thlngg Eﬂﬁ I said,"Are you ready to admit that
you haye so lost control of youdsituation
that you can't cope with it here?" And I said,
"You'd have to do that before you ever turn
around and ask for American troops in here."
And he said, "No, we can still handle things,

. i N
end you've answered my question, so apparently

' : . C‘, AW Wd ’
< he didn't ask.??There heie been some
‘Lm gu-) C-
conversations, going on -Em=Sure with some of
__,) e .
the Americans befor;thaqawould be my guess
on this'thinglﬂcause he didn't say, "What
Pol &

do you ‘think oﬁkdh‘. ozl e=thens anythlng, o
snoula I as -?" which was sort of like somebody

had recommended thic 2zt some point,and I
A
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don't think it would have been completely in

G- o~
e Vletnamese conte\u
P4l

Yoah, do you get any of this th1nk1ng when you

| get back? Any contingency plannlng or thinking

uF

about the bhildingﬁof troop levels to a more
substential level.imaybe linked with the
settling ‘of the ﬂgotian question first?

There might have'béen, and.I.might have known -
some of it. I can't fecall now of anyg ;t‘s

someplace in the back of my head there were

some things like that goihg on. I turned.

.around Just took time off completely from

other things and concentrated on this other
problem for a tlme afterwards. Actually, through

December of that year, I was sort of holed up

4 :
‘and working on some things. My staff would get

in and out of some of these other things, and

I used fo shove them in to take my ploo; in
meetinés and'so oﬁ@ axd I gzgéonly then Just
geﬁ_very quick briefings on them, but they were
essentially supporting whatever McNamare and

Gilpatric were doingg so I‘d.just have them

. go in and report directly and work with them

directly.
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o el
Yns.c’ wie
Yeorzh. VWho were the people on yourstaff

at thet point?
- C" ’ ... .
Well, let's see?p One of them was Sam Wilson,

) S , A
whosé};ow a brigadier general in the/Armygé
A

Jack Bowles was a Navy Ceptain who went down .

to serve with the JCS afterwards and.is now

‘with Standard 0il and wovklng out of Singapore. . .

' Hho A+l
And I had five or 51x people like uhat but those

were my two pr1n01g}éyones.

Well this is about ready to run out, and we' ve
A

S
~covered aak“‘_..ﬂ o~ l*}C)

/




